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Two things dominated the year for the club; the first, as with every other aspect of our lives, 
was the Covid-19 pandemic, which has caused major disruption well beyond the world of 
cycling. The second was the death of Peter Border, and I make no apologies for starting with 
this.  
 
Peter was instrumental in setting up the Newark section of what was then the CTC, and was 
its secretary until 1999. He was a strong rider and led many rides, where his extensive 
knowledge of routes was legendary. Although he hadn’t ridden with the club for several 
years, he was regularly seen around town, latterly on an e-bike, and attended the club 
Christmas dinners when he could. Attendance at his funeral was obviously reduced due to 
Covid, but there was still a good turnout. He will be greatly missed.  
 
The club also said a sad goodbye to Trevor Sowerbutts, who died in 2020. Although the 
Sowerbutts had only recently started riding with the group, they were experienced touring 
cyclists and it is a matter of regret that we were unable to benefit more from Trevor’s 
experience. Our condolences go out to his wife Sandra. 
 
To return to the Covid-19 pandemic, in many ways, we can be considered to have suffered 
less than many other groups, with cycling as a form of exercise being permitted even during 
the tightest stages of the lockdown restrictions. Although group rides were obviously not 
permitted, most members continued riding solo, albeit often with reduced distances, and 
enjoying the quieter roads that were experienced during the early phase of the lockdown.  
The Saturday and Sunday rides did resume when the lockdown restrictions were lifted, 
although the Saturday rides were made on an “informal” basis. These came to an end again 
in the new year with the second lockdown and have only just re-started with the relaxation 
of restrictions in March 2021. 
 
The pandemic also caused the extension of the club year to April 2021, initially in the hope 
that things might be back to normal by then. As we now know, this was not to be, and at the 
time of writing, it’s anticipated that our AGM, like many others, will be held on-line. 
 
A rather less important casualty of the pandemic was our annual holiday. This had been 
planned for Wales in June 2020 but obviously had to be cancelled, fortunately before any 
bookings had been made or deposits taken. The continued existence of restrictions 
prevented any group trips during 2020 and at present it is not known whether anything will 
be possible in 2021; at best this might be shorter breaks probably organised at relatively 
short notice. 
 
 



Prior to the pandemic, rides were made as usual, though a wet and windy winter and spring 
did tend to reduce numbers on the rides and keep many of us indoors more than we would 
have liked. Our 2019 Christmas dinner was held in December with a reduced attendance, 
whilst the 2020 event, like all similar ones, was cancelled. 
 
One possible positive side to the pandemic was the increase in cycling and the allocation of 
public funds to provision of cycling facilities. Members of the group liaised with the District 
Council and with Sustrans to ensure that our suggestions were considered when the money 
was applied for, but disappointingly, the council’s proposal did not seem to take our input 
into account. In the event, the proposal was not approved for funding, and with the current 
backlash against such facilities, not to mention future budget reductions, we are not hopeful 
of getting more. On a similar subject, we submitted representations on the proposed 
dualling of the A46 Newark bypass, in conjunction with Sustrans and The Ramblers. This is, 
of course, a long term project and is expected to take many years to finalise.  
 
 


